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Isolation kills evangelism. If Christians aren’t having close contact with unbelievers there’s little 
likelihood that people will be brought to know Christ. Close personal contact is the first requirement 
for evangelism.1 “The yeast cannot do its leavening work unless it is inserted in the dough. The salt 
cannot stop decay unless it is rubbed into the meat. No lamp gives light to the house if it is hidden 
away under a bed.”2

The church must go into the world if it is to win the world. Shouting the message from rooftops 
remote from the lost and needy won’t do the job. Christians have to infiltrate the world, identifying 
themselves with it so that they can win it.3

$�:LWKGUDZQ�&RPPXQLW\
John Stott contends that the church has become a withdrawn community. “We have disengaged too 
much,” he says. “We have become a withdrawn community. We have been aloof instead of 
alongside.”4

The charge can’t easily be denied. Most Christians have few non-Christian friends. Fewer still spend 
quality time with non-Christians with a view to sharing the gospel with them. It’s a known fact that 
within just two years of becoming a Christian, most new converts lose all significant relationships with 
their former friends. 5 Former bosom-friends get down-graded to causal acquaintances.6

It’s not hard to see how this happens. There’s a host of things that conspire to stop Christians having 
close, personal contact with non-Christians. Here are just a few:

• )HDU – Christians often fear non-Christians and vice versa. They fear rejection and 
contamination. They don’t know how to form redemptive relationships (genuine relationships 
aimed at leading non-Christians to saving faith) and are afraid to try to do so. They typically 
also fear the disapproval of Christian peers.7 Non-Christians, on the other hand, fear non-
acceptance and condemnation. Exposure to a Christian lifestyle rubs their conscience raw and 
reminds them of coming judgment. They naturally shrink from close contact.

• 0RUDO�DQG�FXOWXUDO�FKDVP – Christians and non-Christians are separated by an ever-growing 
moral and behavioral chasm. They don’t speak the same language, have the same values, like 
the same music, raise their families the same way, and so on. Christians form a distinct sub-
culture within any society. They don’t have to go overseas to take part in cross-cultural 
evangelism! They have to cross a cultural gap whenever they try to reach their neighbours. 

• ([FHVVLYH� FKXUFK� GHPDQGV – Many Christians are so tied up with church meetings and 
activities that they have no time to meet non-Christians let alone spend time with them 
building close relationships.

• %XV\QHVV�– Again, most Christians are intensely busy people. Because they take home, church
and work commitments seriously, they more than most, find themselves caught up in a 

1 Stott, 2XU�*XLOW\�6LOHQFH, p. 65
2 loc. cit.
3 loc. cit.
4 Ibid, p. 66
5 Petersen, /LYLQJ�3URRI p. 54
6 loc. cit.
7 Crossley, (YHU\GD\�(YDQJHOLVP, p. 95.  Crossley writes, “$�ELJ�SUREOHP�IDFLQJ�&KULVWLDQV�DV�WKH\�VHHN�WR�EH�IULHQGO\�WRZDUGV�VLQQHUV�LV�QRW WKH�XQEHOLHYHUV�RXWVLGH�WKH�FKXUFK��EXW�SURIHVVLQJ�&KULVWLDQV�LQVLGH�WKH�FKXUFK��:KHQHYHU�&KULVWLDQV�WU\�WR�IROORZ�&KULVW�LQ�UHDFKLQJ�RXW�WR�WKH�QHHG\�DQG�ORVW��WKH\�ZLOO�UXQ�WKH�ULVN�RI�RIIHQGLQJ�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�QXPEHU�RI�IRON�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FKXUFKHV��3KDULVHHV�DUH�VWLOO�ZLWK�XV�” 
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whirlwind of activity. When they do stop they are too exhausted to think of anything but 
getting away from it all – especially from people they don’t mix easily with.8

• 6HOI�SUHRFFXSDWLRQ – Many Christians are intensely self-absorbed. Their personal and spiritual 
sensitivity means they are always thinking about themselves – often with the best intentions –
and correspondingly are unable to give themselves to other people. They fail to see 
opportunities to relate to non-Christians, and find it almost impossible to relate when they do.  

• %DG� PRGHOV – Often the only concept of evangelism Christians have is that of “ambush 
evangelism,”9 a kind of spiritual mugging that barges into the lives of others without regard 
for them as people. Their natural respect for others makes them cringe at being party to such 
invasions

• :URQJ�DWWLWXGHV – many Christians struggle to accept the behaviour of unbelievers. They stand 
aloof from them, condemning them much in the manner of the Pharisees of old. They see them 
as “the enemy” rather than dupes in the grip of Satan.10

The consequences are drastic. At a personal level, Christians get so out of touch and uncomfortable 
with non-Christians that they lose all ability to communicate with them. They don’t know how to relax 
with them or to explore their interests and needs. A great wall of silence rears itself between them, and 
the Christian opts out of even trying to be involved in evangelism.

At the corporate (church) level, the consequences are just as severe. Jim Petersen writes,  “…. 
isolation has a destructive effect on a local body of Christians…. Christians who keep to themselves, 
who do not experience a continuing influx of people arriving form the dominion of darkness, soon 
isolate themselves within their own subculture. Receiving no feedback from people fresh from the 
world, they forget what its like to be out there. Peculiar language codes, behavioral patterns, and 
communication techniques emerge that have meaning only for insiders. As such, a local body becomes 
increasingly ingrown. It becomes stranger and stranger to outsiders. Eventually, communication with 
the man on the street becomes impossible.”11

2YHUFRPLQJ�WKH�3UREOHP�
Here are some practical suggestions to help overcome this problem of isolation:

����*HW�\RXU�WKLQNLQJ�VWUDLJKW� Sound thinking is always the first step to sound action. Just “doing 
something” is not the answer to the isolation problem. We’ve got to make sure that our thinking is 
straight on a number of issues before we can hope to see radical and lasting change. We’ve got to be 
clear on these things in particular:

• ,W¶V�RXU�GXW\�WR�JR�WR�WKH�ZRUOG��QRW�ZDLW�IRU�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�FRPH�WR�XV. Frank Tillapaugh was 
right when he said to pastors, “Forget about bringing people in [to the church]. Focus on 
getting God’s people out where there is sin and pain and need.”12 Jesus himself is the supreme 
example of what it means to “go” into the world. He lived in close contact with those he came 
to seek and save.13

• $JJUHVVLYH� HYDQJHOLVP� GRHVQ¶W� PHDQ� \RX� KDYH� WR� EHFRPH� D� VSLULWXDO�DVVDXOW� PHUFKDQW. 
“Barging into the privacy of other people’s lives shouting ‘Are you saved?’ is not personal 
evangelism … This form of ‘attack’ fails to respect the dignity and respect of all human 

8 Aldrich, /LIHVW\OH�(YDQJHOLVP, p. 17  “&DXJKW�XS� LQ� WKH�ZKLUOZLQG�RI�DFWLYLW\�� VFKHGXOHV��DQG�HYHQWV��ZH�ILQG�WKDW� KHDOWK\�� VXSSRUWLYH�� µSHRSOH�WLPH¶� LV� DQ� LQFUHDVLQJO\� UDUH� FRPPRGLW\�� $GGLQJ� HYDQJHOLVP� WR� DQ� DOUHDG\�KHFWLF�VFKHGXOH�ZRXOG�FHUWDLQO\�EH�WKH�VWUDZ�WKDW�ZRXOG�EUHDN�WKH�FDPHO¶V�EDFN.”
9 Ibid, p. 19
10 Aldrich, p. 20
11 Petersen, p. 56
12 Crossley, p. 78
13 Stott, pp. 65-66. “2I�WKH�6RQ¶V�LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG�LQWR�ZKLFK�KH�ZDV�VHQW��WKHUH�FDQ�EH�QR�VKDGRZ�RI�GRXEW��+H�GLG�QRW�UHPDLQ�LQ�KHDYHQ��KH�FDPH�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG«�+H�JDYH�PHQ�D�FKDQFH�WR�EHKROG�+LV�JORU\��1RU�GLG�KH�RQO\�OHW�WKHP�JD]H�IURP�D�GLVWDQFH��+H�VFDQGDOL]HG�WKH�FKXUFK�OHDGHUV�RI�+LV�GD\�E\�PL[LQJ�ZLWK�WKH�ULII�UDII� WKH\� DYRLGHG���� 7KHUHIRUH��ZKHQ�+H� VD\V�WR� XV� µJR¶�� WKLV� LV�ZKDW�+H�PHDQV«�ZH�DUH� WR� JR�DV� KH�ZHQW� WR�SHQHWUDWH�KXPDQ�VRFLHW\��WR�PL[�ZLWK�XQEHOLHYHUV�DQG�IUDWHUQL]H�ZLWK�VLQQHUV.”
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beings…. The Christian who behaves in this brash and insensitive manner salves his own 
conscience in supposedly fulfilling the commission to evangelize. Yet at the same time, he 
probably hinders the cause of the gospel and makes true evangelization of his ‘victims,’ at 
some future date, virtually impossible.”14

• ,QWLPDWH�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG�GRHVQ¶W�PHDQ�\RX�KDYH�WR�FRPSURPLVH�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG. Contact 
means relating closely and personally with others. We compromise when we surrender our 
convictions, keep quiet about them, or act against them. Contact with the unconverted is going 
to bring us into close quarters with much that repulses us, but it doesn’t mean that we are 
going to have to corrupt ourselves to be with them. We get close to them to win them, not to 
imitate them. Contact has to be on our terms, not theirs.15

• <RX� GRQ¶W� FRQGRQH� ZKDW� XQEHOLHYHUV� GR� MXVW� EHFDXVH� \RX� GRQ¶W� FRQGHPQ� WKHP. When we 
accept and love people where we find them it doesn’t mean we approve of their ungodly 
conduct.  It’s simply recognizing we don’t have to act as their judges. The Lord will judge. He 
wants us to reach blind and sick sinners with his truth and love and seek to be the channels 
through which he heals them. We need to realize that their outward actions are only symptoms 
of a deeper and uglier inner problem – rebellion against God and enslavement to sin and 
Satan. Jesus didn’t spend time treating symptoms. He went for the cure.16 It shouldn’t surprise 
us people who are not Christians act the way they do. Without Christ they can’t but be the way 
they are.

• &KULVWLDQLW\�LV�ILUVWO\�DERXW�&KULVW��QRW�WKH�FKXUFK�RU�UHOLJLRQ. Much of what the world sees 
when it looks at us is religion (our particular way of expressing our Christianity in its forms, 
its activities etc.), and it doesn’t appeal to them. People think that if they become Christians 
they have to become like us. We have to make sure we convey to them that Christianity is 
about Christ. Much of our Christian practice has historical, personal and cultural overtones. It 
doesn’t always reveal Christ as clearly as it should. In fact, it can sometimes obscure him and 
be an obstacle to people seriously considering the gospel.17

�����)DFH�\RXU�IHDUV�VTXDUHO\��Pretending we don’t have a problem with fear when we do won’t help 
us. It’s wrong to be fearful and to let fear cripple us. But it’s equally wrong to deny it exists when it 

14 Crossley, pp. 9-10
15 Ibid, pp. 97-99. “:KHQ�EHOLHYHUV�DUH�PRWLYDWHG�E\�D�GHVLUH�IRU�WKH�DSSURYDO�DQG�DSSUHFLDWLRQRI�XQFRQYHUWHG�SHRSOH�DQG�VHHN�WR�OLYH�MXVW�DV�WKH\�OLYH��WKH\�VKRZ�WKH\�DUH�LQ�ORYH�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG«�7KH�JRGO\�PDQ�GRHV�QRW�WXUQ�WR� WKH�ZRUOGO\� DQG�XQFRQYHUWHG� IRU� DGYLFH�� QRU� GRHV� KH�PL[�ZLWK� WKHP� LQ� RUGHU� WR� LGHQWLI\�ZLWK� WKHP� LQ� WKHLU�EHKDYLRXU�� QRU�\HW� MRLQ� LQ�ZLWK� WKHLU�EDG�FRQYHUVDWLRQV� �3V��������)ULHQGVKLS�ZLWK� WKH�ZRUOG� LV�DOZD\V�RQ�RXU�WHUPV��QRW�WKHLUV�” See also Stott, p. 70. “… LQGLVSHQVDEOH�DV�SHQHWUDWLRQ�LV�DV�D�SUHOXGH�WR�ZLWQHVV��LW�LV�QR�XVH�WKH�FKXUFK�LGHQWLI\LQJ�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG�LI�LQ�GRLQJ�VR�LW�FHDVHV�WR�EH�WKH�FKXUFK��,Q�D�ZRUG��LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�LV�QRW�WR�EH�LGHQWLILHG�ZLWK�DVVLPLODWLRQ��,I�VDOW� ORVHV�LWV�VDOWQHVV��LW�LV�XVHOHVV«��:H�DUH�WR�PDQLIHVW�µKRO\�ZRUOGOLQHVV¶«�EHFDXVH�ZH�DUH� FDOOHG� WR� EH� µLQ� WKH�ZRUOG¶� �ZRUOGO\��DQG�QRW� µRI� WKH�ZRUOG¶� �KRO\��DW� WKH� VDPH� WLPH�� �:H�DUH�FDOOHG�WR�OLYH�LQ�QDWXUDO�VXUURXQGLQJV�D�VXSHUQDWXUDO�OLIH��WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�LQ�WKLV�DJH�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�DJH�WR�FRPH.” 
Petersen, p. 57, writes, “)XQGDPHQWDOO\��VDQFWLILFDWLRQ�LV�QRW�D�PDWWHU�RI�JHRJUDSK\��ZKHUH�ZH�DUH��EXW�RI�WKH�KHDUW� �ZKR� RZQV� LW��� $� VDIH� GLVWDQFH� LV�PDLQWDLQHG� DV�ZH� DUH� FRQVWDQWO\� WUDQVIRUPHG� E\� WKH� UHQHZLQJ� RI� RXU�PLQGV�WKURXJK�WKH�WUXWK�RI�*RG¶V�ZRUG���7KLV�UHTXLUHV�WLPH�DORQH�ZLWK�+LP��ZKHQ�ZH�DUH�DFWLYHO\�VXEPLWWLQJ�RXU�PLQGV� WR� WKH� WUXWK�� ,I� WKLV� SUDFWLFH� LV� QRW� SDUW� RI� RXU� OLYHV�� RU� LI� LW� LV� QRW� HIIHFWLYH�� ZH� DUH� LOO�SUHSDUHG� IRU�HQFRXQWHUV�ZLWK�QRQ�&KULVWLDQV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��,Q�VXFK�D�FDVH��SHUKDSV�LVRODWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�EHVW�DIWHU�DOO!”
16 Petersen, pp. 58-59. “7KLV�DELOLW\� WR�VHH�EH\RQG�VXUIDFH�V\PSWRPV�WR�WKH�WUXH�QHHG�LV� WKH�NH\�WR�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�KRQHVW�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�QRQ�&KULVWLDQV��:H�GR�QRW�KDYH�WR�FRQGRQH�WKHLU�EHKDYLRU�WR�DFFHSW�DQG�ORYH�WKHP«��:H�QHHG�WR�DFFHSW�WKH�QRQ�&KULVWLDQ�DV�KH�LV��JR�IRU�WKH�FXUH��DQG�WKHQ�KHOS�KLP�SLFN�KLV�ZD\�WKURXJK�WKLQJV�WKDW�DUH�GHVWUR\LQJ�KLP���:KHQHYHU�ZH�JHW�WKLV�VHTXHQFH�WXUQHG�DURXQG�ZH�EHFRPH�UHIRUPHUV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�RIIHUHUV�RI�WUXH�KHDOLQJ�´
17 Stott, pp. 70-71. 0RUH�RIWHQ�WKDQ�ZH�NQRZ��ZKDW�SHRSOH�UHMHFW�LV�QRW�WKH�WUXH�&KULVW�EXW�WKH�&KULVW�WKH\�VHH�LQ�&KULVWLDQV�± QRW�&KULVW�DW�DOO��LQ�IDFW��EXW�D�UDWKHU�XQ&KULVWOLNH�FKXUFK��,QVWLWXWLRQDOLVP��UHDFWLRQDU\�VWXIILQHVV��DUFKDLF�OLWXUJ\��WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW��DEVRUSWLRQ�LQ�WKH�SHWW\�DQG�WKH�VXSHUILFLDO�± WKHVH�DUH�VRPH�RI�WKH�IHDWXUHV�RI�PRGHUQ�UHOLJLRQ��DJDLQVW�ZKLFK�SHRSOH�UHYROW��µ,I�ZH�&KULVWLDQV�FRXOG�SXW�RQ�&KULVW�DQG�SXW�RII��³UHOLJLRQ�´�ZH�ZRXOG�EH�LQ�D�IDU�EHWWHU�SRVLWLRQ�IRU�WKH�HYDQJHOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�RXWVLGHU.’” See also Petersen, “2XU�PHVVDJH�LV�WKDW�RI� D� 3HUVRQ�� DQG� ZH� DUH� QRW� IUHH� WR� SUHVHQW� KLP� ZLWK�HQFXPEUDQFHV«� ZH� DUH� FDOOHG� WR� LPSRVH� QR� KXPDQ�VWDQGDUGV�RU�KRQRXU�QR� WUDGLWLRQV��:H�DUH�FDOOHG� WR�SURFODLP�-HVXV��QR�VWULQJV�DWWDFKHG.” p. 50. “&KULVWLDQLW\�DQG�-HVXV�DUH�QRW�WKH�VDPH��3HRSOH�PD\�KDYH�+LP�ZLWKRXW�HPEUDFLQJ�WKH�V\VWHPV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�EXLOWXS�DURXQG�+LP��2U�WKH\�FDQ�EH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�V\VWHP�ZLWKRXW�NQRZLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�KLP.” p. 52
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does. We have to be honest with ourselves. It shouldn’t surprise us that we are assailed by fear when it 
comes to sharing our faith.  Satan’s very active in resisting evangelism, and it’s only to be expected 
that he will try to paralyze us with timidity. Fear itself is not necessarily sinful, but yielding to it is. 
Here are some ways we can overcome it:

• 5HMHFW�WKH�OLHV�WKDW�IHHG�IHDU. Fear thrives on half-truths or plain untruths. Thoughts such as, “I 
can’t do this kind of thing,” “They won’t be interested in spiritual things,” “If I tell them this, 
they will never speak to me again,” or “What will people think of me if I do this?” tyrannize 
and cripple us. We have to reject them for what they are – the lies and accusations of doubt 
and unbelief. We need to overcome them with Christ’s promises and get on and do what he 
commands us to do. 

• ,VRODWH�WKH�FDXVH�RI�\RXU�IHDU�DQG�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�LW. Fear won’t go away by itself. Quite 
the opposite, it grows rather than fades if we don’t do something about it. Get to the root of 
what you are fearful about; confess the sin that lies behind your anxiety; identify what the 
godly thing to do is; and then, looking to Jesus for strength, do something about it. Timothy 
wasn’t allowed to wallow a captive to his natural timidity. He had to “fan into flame the gift of 
God” that was in him, knowing that God was not the author of fear but of “power, of love, and 
of self-discipline.”18

• 6KDUH�\RXU�IHDUV�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�&KULVWLDQ. Evangelism is not a lone enterprise. It wasn’t without 
reason that Jesus sent his disciples out in pairs.19 He almost certainly recognized the need they 
had for mutual support – even as he himself sought the support and companionship of his 
closest disciples in the hour of his direst need.20 Sharing your fears and praying about them 
with a close friend is one way of overcoming the enemy. Spiritual loners are doubly prone to 
the paralysis of fear.

�� ��� 6WDUW� ULJKW� ZKHUH� \RX� DUH�� Isolation is rampant because Christians think they have to do 
something unnatural to overcome it. They think they have to go witnessing on street corners or visit 
house-to-house talking to people about the gospel. Valid as these approaches to evangelism may be, 
they are not the only ways of initiating contact with people, nor are they the most natural or the best.21

Becoming an active evangelist begins by recognizing that God has already placed you in relationships 
that you, better than anyone else, can use as opportunities to spread the gospel. He has put unconverted 
neighbours, workmates, family members, social and occasional contacts in your path.22 We need to 
recognize these people as our primary and most natural sphere of evangelism. If we believe God 
controls all things we must believe that he controls all our relationships.  Each of us in effect has our 
own mission field. To begin to break down the walls of isolation, take time to: 

• ,GHQWLI\�\RXU�QDWXUDO�PLVVLRQ�ILHOG. Make a list of the neighbours, unsaved family members, 
social contacts, workmates, occasional contacts etc. you know to be non-Christians.

• 5HIOHFW� RQ� KRZ� \RX� FDQ� FURVV� WKH� JXOI� WKDW� WHQGV� WR� LVRODWH� \RX� IURP� WKHP. Think of your 
natural points of contact with these people, their interests and needs, and how you can take 
steps to have closer links with them.

• &RPPLW�\RXUVHOI�WR�WDNLQJ�GHILQLWH�VWHSV�WR�PDNH�FORVHU�FRQWDFW. Just thinking won’t do it all!! 
You have to act as well. Perhaps you need to join a sporting club, invite a neighbour for 
morning tea, or offer to take part in a community project. The best of ideas will wither if they 
are not acted upon.

18 2 Tim. 1:6,7
19 Luke 10:1
20 Matt. 26:37,38
21 Crossley, p. 77. “*RLQJ�RXW�WR�PDNH�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�XQFRQYHUWHG�LV�RIWHQ�YLHZHG�ZLWKLQ�YHU\�QDUURZ�FRQILQHV��µ2XWUHDFK¶� LV� JHQHUDOO\� FRPSRVHG� RI� VXFK� DFWLYLWLHV� DV� RSHQ�DLU� SUHDFKLQJ�� GRRU�WR�GRRU� YLVLWDWLRQ� DQG� WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�WUDFWV��OHDIOHWV�DQG�LQYLWDWLRQ�FDUGV��0DQ\�&KULVWLDQV�UHDFW�LQ�IHDU�DQG�WUHSLGDWLRQ�ZKHQ�H[SHFWHG�WR� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� VXFK� WKLQJV�� DQG� QHHGOHVV� JXLOW� LV� FDXVHG�� 7R� GHILQH� HYDQJHOLVP� LQ� WKHVH� WHUPV� VWLIOHV� DQG�IUXVWUDWHV�PDQ\�RI�*RG¶V�SHRSOH�E\�IRUFLQJ�WKHP�LQWR�D�µVWUDLW�MDFNHW¶�XQVXLWHG�WR�WKHP.”
22 Stott, p. 67. “0RVW�&KULVWLDQV�WRXFK�WKH�ZRUOG�DW�WKUHH�SRLQWV�DW�OHDVW�± DW�ZRUN��LI�WKH\�DUH�QRW�HPSOR\HHV�RI�DQ�H[FOXVLYHO\� &KULVWLDQ� HVWDEOLVKPHQW��� DW� KRPH� DPRQJ� QHLJKERXUV�� DQG� LQ� VSDU�WLPH� DFWLYLWLHV� LQYROYLQJ�PHPEHUVKLS�RI�VSRUWLQJ�WHDPV��VRFLDO�FOXEV��SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�VHUYLFH��:H�VKRXOG�ZHOFRPH�WKH�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�QRQ�&KULVWLDQ�SHRSOH�ZKLFK�DOO�VXFK�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�EULQJ.”
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�����%H�DQ�LQLWLDWRU�± GRQ¶W�ZDLW�IRU�WKLQJV�WR�KDSSHQ���Overcoming isolation starts by you taking 
the first step, not waiting for someone else to take it! We have to become initiators. Waiting for God 
“to provide opportunities” or to “open doors” can be wrong. True, God must open doors if our 
evangelism is to be effective.23 But that doesn’t mean we have to sit still and do nothing until he 
provides a clear opportunity for us to do or say something. He has given us our standing orders. We 
are to live active, loving, caring lives of service among our neighbours, friends, workmates and 
families. As we do so, doors will open and opportunities will arise. We need to be sensitive to this. We 
mustn’t be discouraged when we can’t get anywhere in a relationship - God, after all, is the great 
evangelist and we are simply his co-workers seeking to be faithful in the everyday circumstances in 
which he has placed us. On the other hand, we need to be ready and alert when a door for friendship 
does seem to open. God is in control of these things. If we are to overcome isolation we have to 

• 2YHUFRPH SDVVLYLW\ – the practice of waiting for something outside us to move us to action. 
The first step to overcoming passivity is to begin to pray. Then, look at the opportunities and 
responsibilities that already lie before you and get busy. Don’t wait to be asked to do things. 
Commit your way to the Lord, seek his overruling presence and help, and get on and do what 
lies before you to do! 

• $EDQGRQ�VHOI�DEVRUSWLRQ�DQG�VHOI�FRQVFLRXVQHVV.  We’ve got to stop thinking about ourselves 
and take genuine interest in others. Many of us live such introverted lives among other people 
that we never make any genuine contact with them.24 We’ve got to see self-absorption for the 
sin that it is and seek, with the Lord’s grace, to become God-centred and others-centred 
people.

• /HDUQ� WR� WDNH� WKH� ILUVW� VWHS. Don’t wait for people to make introductions or suggest get-
togethers. As difficult as you might find it, take the first step yourself. If you don’t, likely as 
not nothing at all will happen. 

�����7DNH�D�JHQXLQH��SUDFWLFDO�LQWHUHVW�LQ RWKHU�SHRSOH� Someone has said that evangelism is 90% 
love.25 It’s not about gaining trophies or getting people into our church. That can be manipulative and 
self-seeking. Nor is it about barreling people about their spiritual condition - this can be brutally 
insensitive and self-motivated. Evangelism is about genuine care for other people. And it begins as we 
start to love, to serve, and to offer them sacrificial friendship.26 Isolation will become a thing of the 
past if you:

• 7DNH�QRWLFH�RI�SHRSOH. We’re back to that self-absorption problem again. Many of us are so 
occupied with our own immediate interests and concerns that we don’t notice the people 
around us. We may see them, but through our own eyes – not for who they are or for the 
particular needs they might have. Calvin was right when he said we can’t begin to love others 
until we do violence to our self-love.27

• 7DNH�D�JHQXLQH�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKHP�DV�SHRSOH. Forget yourself and think of them! That’s what we 
need to do to get beyond mere acquaintance with people. It’s not a matter of being pushy and 
invasive. It’s being genuinely interested in others. It’s discovering who people are, and what 
they are like. We don’t have to be in a rush to do this - God will have his time if he wants to 
call someone to faith and eternal life. But we do have to be others-orientated. 

• *LYH�\RXUVHOI�LQ�VDFULILFLDO�VHUYLFH�WR�WKHP. Love is about laying down our lives for others.28

It’s not sentiment or empty words. It’s being ready to put yourself out for someone else, taking 
a towel to wash their feet, or sharing what you have to meet their need. Such love is costly, but 
that’s the way God’s love is.

�� ��� %H� DGDSWDEOH. If we are genuinely interested in other people and intent on serving them for 
Christ’s sake, that means we’ll meet them on their turf rather than on our own. We go to them and start 
where they are at, not where we would like them to be. We are the ones who have to be ready to 

23 Col. 4:3
24 Crossley, p. 78
25 Petersen, p. 96. “… QLQHW\�SHUFHQW�RI�HYDQJHOLVP�LV�ORYH«��,�KDYH�WR�DGPLW�,�QHYHU�VDZ�PXFK�HQGXULQJ�IUXLW�LQ�HYDQJHOLVP�XQWLO�,�EHJDQ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKLV�WUXWK�DQG�EHJDQ�WR�SXW�LW�LQWR�SUDFWLFH.”
26 Stott, p. 67
27 Wallace, &DOYLQ¶V�'RFWULQH�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�/LIH, p. 61
28 1 Jn. 3:16ff.
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adjust.29 But to do that, we will have to break out of familiar routines, try new things, and even put up 
with things that we dislike. In other words, we will have to become adaptable – ready to fit in with 
other people’s interests rather than our own. That’s hard for some of us, but necessary if we are to 
break out of our comfortable cocoons.30 We may also cop some flack for it from others, but we have to 
be ready to bear that. We are bound to be misunderstood at times, and even make blunders we regret. 
But radical identification with the world calls for nothing less than adaptability within the restrictions 
imposed by Christ. To avoid being isolated, we must:

• 0HHW�SHRSOH�ZKHUH�WKH\�DUH�DW. Don’t expect people to come and join you in doing what you 
like, or act in the way you act. Meet them where you find them. Meet them in their domain, 
don’t expect them to come into yours.

• %H�SUHSDUHG� WR� DGMXVW� WR� WKHP�ZKHUH� SRVVLEOH� DQG� SHUPLVVLEOH. Expect things you are not 
used to, and be ready to change where you must. Never break the law of Christ, but be ready 
to leave behind you own snug lifestyle for his sake.

• %H� UHDG\� IRU�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ. Expect people to confuse adaptation with compromise. 31

And be prepared for criticism if you stumble. Christians love to shoot their wounded 
soldiers.32

�����%H�FRPPLWWHG. Overcoming isolation isn’t easy. It won’t happen without effort and commitment. 
You’ve got to take definite steps to resist the forces that produce isolation – busyness, introversion, 
fear, excessive church commitments, the instinct to edify. It’s much safer to stay within the “rabbit 
burrow,”33 and that’s where we will end up if we don’t do something definite about it. If we are to 
overcome isolation, we must

• 0DNH�D�GHFLVLRQ�WR�GR�VR. We’ve got to act out of conviction – the belief that Christ requires 
us to have loving contact with the world in order to win the world – or we won’t act at all. 
We’ve got to see this as a matter of obedience, not choice or preference. When we reach that 
point, there has to be a deliberate decision to obey the Lord. Without definite decision, we will 
drift along in our well-worn rut, comfortable perhaps, but detached and disengaged..

• 3XW�WLPH�DQG�HIIRUW�LQWR�EXLOGLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV. To overcome isolation we are going to have to 
reclaim time. We are going to have to rethink priorities perhaps, and made radical adjustments 
to lifestyle. Gareth Crossley is right when he says, “Most Christians are incredibly busy 
people. For this reason it may be appropriate to ask whether a radical adjustment of 
commitments is necessary.”34 We are also going to have to be creative. It will take some 
thinking “outside the square” if we want to build deep relationships and be free, joy-filled 
Christians as we do.

29 1 Cor. 9:20-23. “7KH�ZLWQHVV�DGMXVWV�WR�WKRVH�KH�VHHNV�WR�ZLQ��QRW�YLFH�YHUVD��3DXO�GHIHQGHG�KLV�IUHHGRP�WR�EH�DOO�WKLQJV�WR�DOO�PHQ�EHFDXVH�KH�NQHZ�WKDW�IUHHGRP�ZDV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�WKH�FRUUHFW�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ�EHLQJ�µLQ�WKH�ZRUOG¶�DQG�EHLQJ� µVHSDUDWH� IURP� LW�¶�7R�EH� LQ� WKH�ZRUOG�RQH�KDV� WR�EH� IUHH� WR�SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� WKH� OLYHV�RI� WKRVHDURXQG�KLP��%HLQJ�VHSDUDWH�PHDQV�ZH�GR�WKLV�ZLWKRXW�FRPSURPLVLQJ�WKH�VRYHUHLJQ�UXOH�RI�*RG�LQ�RXU�KHDUW�±ZLWKRXW�VLQQLQJ�LQ�RWKHU�ZRUGV.” Petersen, p. 118 
30 Crossley, p. 108. “$OO�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�KRSH�WR�GR�LV�WR�OLYH�WKH�OLIH�RI�D�&KULVWLDQ��FOHDUO\�DQG�EODWDQWO\�EHIRUH�WKH�ZRUOG�� WR� EH� IOH[LEOH�� DSSURDFKDEOH�� IULHQGO\�� DGDSWDEOH�� LPPRYDEOH� ZKHUH� WKH� ODZ� RI� &KULVW� LV� FRQFHUQHG� RU�ZKHQ�WKH�KRQRXU�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�LV�HQGDQJHUHG��EXW�RQ�DOO�RWKHU�PDWWHUV��WR�VKRZ�UHPDUNDEOH�DPLDELOLW\.”
31 Ibid, p. 95. “$�ELJ�SUREOHP�IDFLQJ�&KULVWLDQV�DV�WKH\�VHHN�WR�EH�IULHQGO\�WRZDUGV�VLQQHUV�LV�QRW�WKH�XQEHOLHYHUV�RXWVLGH�WKH�FKXUFK��EXW�SURIHVVLQJ�&KULVWLDQV�LQVLGH�WKH�FKXUFK��:KHQHYHU�&KULVWLDQV�IROORZ�&KULVW�LQ�VHHNLQJ�WR�UHDFK� RXW� WR� WKH� QHHG\� DQG� ORVW�� WKH\� ZLOO� UXQ� WKH� ULVN� RI� RIIHQGLQJ� D� FRQVLGHUDEOH� QXPEHU� RI� IRON� ZLWKLQ�FKXUFKHV.”
32 Aldrich, p. 51. “:K\�LV�LW�WKDW�ZH�DUH�WKH�RQO\�DUP\�WKDW�VKRRWV�LWV�ZRXQGHG�VROGLHUV��DV�WKRXJK�WR�JHW�ZRXQGHG�LQ�EDWWOH�ZDV�D�VLQ"�7KH�VLQ�LV�WKDW�VR�IHZ�DUH�HYHQ�LQ�WKH�EDWWOH��7KH�IHZ�ZKR�PDNH�LW�WR�WKH�IURQW�OLQHV�WKURXJK�WKH�EDUUDJH�RI FULWLFLVPV�RI�WKHLU�&KULVWLDQ�FRPUDGHV�DQG�JHW�ZRXQGHG�DUH�RIWHQ�VRXQGO\�VFROGHG�IRU�JRLQJ�WR�WKH�IURQW�OLQHV�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�SODFH��&OHDUO\��WKH�VDIHVW�WKLQJ�LV�WR�GR�QRWKLQJ.”
33 Stott, p. 66  “0DMRU�:��%DWW�VDWLUL]HV�PXFK�RI�RXU�HYDQJHOLFDO�SUDFWLFH�DV�µUDEELW�KROH�&KULVWLDQLW\¶��+H�SLFWXUHV�D�SULP�OLWWOH�&KULVWLDQ�SRSSLQJ�XS�IURP�KLV�&KULVWLDQ�KRPH�HDFK�PRUQLQJ��OLNH�D�UDEELW�RXW�RI�LWV�KROH��PDNLQJ�D�EUDYH�OLWWOH�GDVK�WKURXJK�WKH�SHULORXV�RXWVLGH�ZRUOG��DQG�GLVDSSHDULQJ�IRU�VDIHW\�LQWR�DQRWKHU�EXUURZ�FDOOHG�µP\�&KULVWLDQ�RIILFH¶�IRU�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�GD\��7KHQ��ZKHQ�ZRUN�ILQLVKHV��KH�VXPPRQV�XS�FRXUDJH�WR�HPHUJH�DJDLQ��ORRNLQJ�WKLV�ZD\�DQG�WKDW��RQO\�WR�EROW�GRZQ�D�WKLUG�KROH�FDOOHG�P\�&KULVWLDQ�FOXE¶.” 
34 Crossley, p. 112
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• .HHS�DW�LW�ZKHQ�WKH�JRLQJ�JHWV�WRXJK. Don’t expect the transformation to be instant. You will 
have to fight against deep-seated habits and tendencies in yourself and you won’t find it easy 
to win the battle (that’s where it’s so helpful to be accountable to another Christian as you try 
to do this). You will meet dead-ends time and again – situation where you try to build 
relationships but they don’t go anywhere. Expect to be hurt, betrayed and misunderstood. 
That’s all part what it means to be like Christ today. That’s also how he keeps you close to 
himself and keeps you from becoming too big-headed when he blesses you with success.
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